
„We all meet in Warsaw for the final review of our equip-
ment. It is the team that is most important: people whom 
you can trust, who will not let you down. We give everyone 
a share of the freeze dried food, climbing equipment, tents, 
down sleeping bags. During such expeditions the diet has to 
be balanced and calorific. Over 3000 m above sea level the 
organism behaves differently. We pack our car and it is time 
to go – there is an almost 24-hour drive ahead of us. 

We arrive in Chamonix, a city situated at the foot of the 
Alps, around mid-day. We go for a quick round of shopping 
and re-pack a little on the parking lot. Then we head for the 
tramway which is to get us to the peak of Aiguille du Midi, 
a mountain situated 3842 m above sea level. As we ascend 

the temperature drops; we can all feel the difference in the 
pressure, our ears block. After we leave the wagon we put 
on our jackets, hats, gloves, harnesses, helmets and cram-
pons. We tie ourselves together with a rope, grab ice-axes, 
then through a small gate we go out to the arête leading us 
to our „camp”. 

This first step makes an impression on the whole team. 
Slowly, steeply down, we take our steps along the arête ca. 
60 cm wide. There are steep slopes on all sides. The line 
which ties us together should protect us against sliding into 
the chasm but such situation is always very dangerous for 
the whole team.

CAN ANYONE CLIMB 
MONT BLANC? 
THEORETICALLY – YES, BUT IT REQUIRES SOME 
PREPARATIONS AND NATURAL PREDISPOSITIONS 
SINCE IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO PLAN ALL THE 
DETAILS OF SUCH EXPEDITION AHEAD. THE 
MOUNTAIN LIVES ITS OWN LIFE AND YOU HAVE 
TO RESPECT ITS MIGHT; SOMETIMES YOU HAVE 
TO GIVE UP WHILE AT OTHER TIMES OVERCOME 
YOUR WEAKNESSES AND KEEP PRESSING ON…

We would like to invite you to read a short report by Tomasz Lenkiewicz 
from the expedition to Mont Blanc. The whole project was monitored 
with a personal GPS: Active Track, and the trail of the ascent and 
descent can be viewed thanks to the ActiveView software. 
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At ca. 4 p.m., after one-hour walk, we arrive at a place at 
the height of 3600 m above sea level where we are to build 
our base camp. We all get to work, dig out a big hole in the 
snow, put up our tents, lay down the mats, sleeping bags 
and the whole equipment needed for cooking. While some 
of us are preparing the food, others are looking for clean 
snow in order to boil water from it. After the meal we get 
ready to sleep. After the dark the temperature drops below 
zero Celsius degrees.  

The whole team can feel the influence of the height, less air, 
a light headache. At ca. 3 a.m. we are awoken by a roaring 
thunder joined by a flash; a thunderstorm unleashes in a 
single second. It seems that all of this is happening just a 
few meters away from our tents. A little anxiousness, some 
emotions, but it is all under control. 

We spend the following day on acclimatization: we take a 
walk around the neighborhood, visit a hostel located 20 min. 
away from our camp. We try not to get too tired as we are 
gathering strength for the peak attack which we plan to start 
at night. In the meantime there is another snow storm with a 
hail shower. And so our day passes. 

We wake up at 2:00 a.m. I look out of the tent to check on 
the weather and to my surprise I see a beautiful starry. The 
weather is on our side. We pack the most needed things; a 
tourist stove, some food, an avalanche probe and a snow 
shovel in case we have any trouble on the way.  

We eat breakfast and around 3 a.m., tied together with 
a rope, crampons in our hands we start on the way to 
the Roof of Europe. Before we reach our goal we have to 
overcome two peaks: Mt Blanc du Tacul at 4248 m above 
sea level and Mont Audit at 4465 m above sea level For 10 
hours, surrounded by huge snow cornices, we tread through 
vast cracks and vertical walls just to be able to step at 1 
p.m. on the summit of Mt Blanc at 4810 m above sea level, 
where we then spend 20 minutes. There are no congratu-
lations. Everyone knows that the hardest part of the whole 
expedition is still ahead of us. We descend along the same 
trail for 6 hours. As we descend „Tacula” we find ourselves 
in the middle of a storm with hail shower. All metal elements 
start making strange sounds. We glance anxiously at the 
cornices above our heads, the smallest of which are the size 
of a small one-family house! In this atmosphere we cross 
cracks which could swallow multi-storey buildings. From 
that moment on, we walk the rest of the trail in silence. After 
16 hours we are back at our camp. We are all exhausted; 
we take off our climbing equipment and go to sleep. We 
managed. But in the mountains nothing goes for granted 
and sometimes even the most experienced climbers never 
come back. 

The following day is spent on packing the camp and a slow 
climb to the cable car which will take the whole team back 
to Chamonix. From there we travel straight home…”
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